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DDATAATA  ONON  THETHE W WEBEB  

Volunteers post their daily observations Volunteers post their daily observations 
on the CoCoRaHS Web site.  Observa-on the CoCoRaHS Web site.  Observa-
tions are immediately available in map tions are immediately available in map 
and table form for scientists and the pub-and table form for scientists and the pub-
lic to view.  By providing high quality, ac-lic to view.  By providing high quality, ac-
curate measurements, the observers are curate measurements, the observers are 
able to supplement existing networks and able to supplement existing networks and 
provide many useful results to scientists, provide many useful results to scientists, 
resource managers, decision makers and resource managers, decision makers and 
other users.other users.  

www.cocorahs.orgwww.cocorahs.org  

CoCoRaHS is currently supported by CoCoRaHS is currently supported by 
the National Science Foundation and the National Science Foundation and 
other sponsors.  Additional other sponsors.  Additional 
collaborators are welcome to collaborators are welcome to 
help continue to improve and help continue to improve and 
expand the network.expand the network.  

“Measuring precipitation in your backyard . . . 
seeing the observations in your community and 

across the nation” 

www.cocorahs.org 

CCOOCCOORRAAHS HS ISIS                            
EEDUCATIONALDUCATIONAL  

CoCoRaHS offers a variety of learning oppor-CoCoRaHS offers a variety of learning oppor-
tunities for volunteers.  In addition to train-tunities for volunteers.  In addition to train-
ing, periodic email and newsletters inform  ing, periodic email and newsletters inform  
participants about how CoCoRaHS data are participants about how CoCoRaHS data are 
used by researchers, natural resource man-used by researchers, natural resource man-
agers, and others.  CoCoRaHS is also in-agers, and others.  CoCoRaHS is also in-
volved in developing classroom resources volved in developing classroom resources 
for teachers and in conducting teacher work-for teachers and in conducting teacher work-
shops on weather and climate. By participat-shops on weather and climate. By participat-
ing in a science project with a local feel, citi-ing in a science project with a local feel, citi-
zens develop a sense of community with fel-zens develop a sense of community with fel-
low observers and raise awareness about low observers and raise awareness about 
their surrounding environment.their surrounding environment.  

WWHYHY  JOINJOIN                              
CCOOCCOORRAAHS?HS?  

CoCoRaHS is a fun activity for our CoCoRaHS is a fun activity for our 
volunteers.  If you have an interest volunteers.  If you have an interest 
in weather and would like to help in weather and would like to help 
your local community, as well as your local community, as well as 
scientists and others interested in scientists and others interested in 
precipitation, then CoCoRaHS is for precipitation, then CoCoRaHS is for 
you. It only takes a few minutes a you. It only takes a few minutes a 
day and gives you the chance to day and gives you the chance to 
participate in real “handsparticipate in real “hands--on” sci-on” sci-
ence.  You may be amazed at what ence.  You may be amazed at what 
you will learn as you  become more you will learn as you  become more 
aware of the weather that impacts aware of the weather that impacts 
you and your neighbors.you and your neighbors.  

FFOROR  MOREMORE I INFORMATIONNFORMATION::  

Please contact:Please contact:  

CoCoRaHS Headquarters                                                                   CoCoRaHS Headquarters                                                                   
Colorado State University                                   Colorado State University                                   
1371 Campus Delivery                                          1371 Campus Delivery                                          
Fort Collins, CO  80523Fort Collins, CO  80523--1371                              1371                                

Or visit us on the web: Or visit us on the web: www.cocorahs.org  www.cocorahs.org    

HHOWOW  CANCAN I P I PARTICIPATEARTICIPATE??  

You may become a You may become a 
volunteer by sign-volunteer by sign-
ing up via our Web ing up via our Web 
site:  site:  
www.cocorahs.orgwww.cocorahs.org..  

  

OnOn--line training materials are available. line training materials are available. 
Please inquire about upcoming local training Please inquire about upcoming local training 
sessions in your area.sessions in your area.  



WWHATHAT  ISIS C COOCCOORRAAHS ?HS ?  

CoCoRaHS, the Community Collaborative CoCoRaHS, the Community Collaborative 
Rain, Hail and Snow Network, is a unique, Rain, Hail and Snow Network, is a unique, 
nonnon--profit, communityprofit, community--based, high den-based, high den-
sity network of individual and family vol-sity network of individual and family vol-
unteers of all ages and backgrounds, who unteers of all ages and backgrounds, who 
take daily measurements of rain, hail and take daily measurements of rain, hail and 
snow in their backyardssnow in their backyards.  .    

WWHYHY  ISIS  THERETHERE  SOSO  MUCHMUCH  
INTERESTINTEREST  ININ  RAINRAIN, , HAILHAIL  
ANDAND  SNOWSNOW ? ?  

Precipitation is essential for life.  It varies Precipitation is essential for life.  It varies 
greatly with topography, storm type and greatly with topography, storm type and 
season. It really is true that it may pour on season. It really is true that it may pour on 
one side of the street and be dry on the one side of the street and be dry on the 
other.  A portion of a field may be pounded other.  A portion of a field may be pounded 
by hail while others nearby receive no dam-by hail while others nearby receive no dam-
age. Snowfall may pile up in one neighbor-age. Snowfall may pile up in one neighbor-
hood and only dust another.  Rain, hail and hood and only dust another.  Rain, hail and 
snow are easy to measure, and the data snow are easy to measure, and the data 
collected are very important.  Meteorolo-collected are very important.  Meteorolo-
gists are very interested in precipitation, gists are very interested in precipitation, 
but so are many others.  Engineers, hy-but so are many others.  Engineers, hy-
drologists, entomologists, insurance ex-drologists, entomologists, insurance ex-
perts, building contractors and even base-perts, building contractors and even base-
ball players and coaches . . . you name it, ball players and coaches . . . you name it, 
everyone seems to care about rain, hail and everyone seems to care about rain, hail and 
snow.  And for some, like farmers, it is their snow.  And for some, like farmers, it is their 
very livelihood.very livelihood.  

 

A A BRIEFBRIEF  HISTORYHISTORY  

CoCoRaHS came about because of a devas-CoCoRaHS came about because of a devas-
tating flash flood that hit Fort Collins, Colo-tating flash flood that hit Fort Collins, Colo-
rado in July 1997.  A very localized storm rado in July 1997.  A very localized storm 
dumped over a foot of rain in several hours dumped over a foot of rain in several hours 
while other portions of the city had only while other portions of the city had only 
modest rainfall.  The ensuing flood killed five modest rainfall.  The ensuing flood killed five 
people and caused $200 million in damages.  people and caused $200 million in damages.  
With this in mind, CoCoRaHS was born in With this in mind, CoCoRaHS was born in 
1998 with a few dozen volunteers.  As more 1998 with a few dozen volunteers.  As more 
volunteers participated, rainfall maps could volunteers participated, rainfall maps could 
be produced for every storm showing fasci-be produced for every storm showing fasci-
nating local patterns that were valuable both nating local patterns that were valuable both 
for scientists and for local residents.  As a for scientists and for local residents.  As a 
result, CoCoRaHS continues to grow with result, CoCoRaHS continues to grow with 
thousands of volunteers now in numerous thousands of volunteers now in numerous 
states.  states.    

Because every drop counts! Because every drop counts!   

VVOLUNTEERSOLUNTEERS  OFOF  ALLALL  
AGESAGES  WELCOMEWELCOME!!  
The foundation of the network are volun-The foundation of the network are volun-
teers willing to spend a few minutes each teers willing to spend a few minutes each 
day measuring and reporting precipitation.  day measuring and reporting precipitation.  
If you enjoy watching the weather and have If you enjoy watching the weather and have 
a desire to help your local community as a desire to help your local community as 
well as researchers, then CoCoRaHS is for well as researchers, then CoCoRaHS is for 
you! you!   

SSIMPLEIMPLE  MEASURINGMEASURING  TOOLSTOOLS  

Volunteers use high Volunteers use high 
quality rain gauges.  In quality rain gauges.  In 
some states, “hail some states, “hail 
pads” are used to study pads” are used to study 
hail storms.hail storms.  

 

TTRAININGRAINING “T “THEHE  KEYKEY  TOTO  
OUROUR  SUCCESSSUCCESS””  

It is important that all CoCoRaHS precipita-It is important that all CoCoRaHS precipita-
tion reports be as accurate and consistent tion reports be as accurate and consistent 
as possible.  Local training sessions are as possible.  Local training sessions are 
held to teach new observers how to install held to teach new observers how to install 
their instruments and properly measure the their instruments and properly measure the 
p r e c i p i t a t i o n . p r e c i p i t a t i o n . 
Training materials Training materials 
are also available are also available 
on  the CoCoRaHS on  the CoCoRaHS 
Web site. Web site.   
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